
I WONDER what the Archer
brothers would think now if they
could stand on the banks of the
Fitzroy River and look at
Rockhampton today.

They would probably stare in
wonder at how a shanty town of a
few hundred hardy souls in the
1850s had evolved into a bustling,
cosmopolitan regional city with a
diverse range of industries.

Rockhampton’s founding fathers
chose to settle here because they
saw the potential of a region
brimming with natural riches.

Their vision became reality as
Rockhampton grew quickly to be
declared one of Queensland’s first
cities along with Brisbane in 1902.

But as I look back with
satisfaction and pride at the robust
economy that has fuelled our
development, I also recognise lost
opportunity and the need now to
look for the next big thing and to
grasp it quickly.

It seems fitting that again an
important step in our future
progress is finding a foothold on
the banks of the Fitzroy River.

This river system is the lifeblood
of our region, but now there is a
different flow providing us with
the opportunity to build a viable
industry – high speed internet.

It seems fitting that Quay St, one
of the city’s oldest thoroughfares,
will be the likely location for the
exciting Smart Hub concept.

While the Archer brothers were
the pioneers of the Rockhampton
region, who will be the architects
of our future prosperity?

North Rocky High School
graduate Bevan Slattery has
shown just what can be achieved
by recognising a supply and
demand window of opportunity
and delivering a quality product.

One of the nation’s leading
internet entrepreneurs teamed up
with another Rocky product in
Steve Baxter to launch
telecommunications infrastructure
company PIPE Networks way back
in 2001.

The two young entrepreneurs
set up with starting capital of
$50,000 each. Eight years later they
sold it to the TPG Group for
$373 million.

Anything is possible on the
high-tech frontier and
Rockhampton is the place with the
people and vision to make it
happen.

It’s an exciting time for the
Bulletin too as we grasp our
internet opportunity with a rapidly
expanding digital audience.

Our readership has never been
greater as we now reach more
than 100,000 unique readers each
month. That number is growing
every week through our online
platforms.

We’ve been part of CQ’s story for
155 years and we look forward
with great optimism as we forge a
future in both print and online.
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Snail mail is
exactly that
BEING an aged pensioner who is
not able to access email services;
postal services are our ‘lifeline’ to
others, be it service providers,
family or friends.

I received an appointment on
Monday March 14, 2016 from the
Rockhampton Hospital to be con-
firmed within 14 days.

I rang the number given, hanging
on for 15 minutes being told by a
machine how good the government
and hospital staff were; then being
told to ring back later as that num-
ber was very busy. So I rang again
in the afternoon … still no joy. I did
the same on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday. A week had gone by
so I then wrote a letter to the liaison
officer of the hospital, with the hope

that my appointment would be
validated. I wrote of my lack of
response regarding the instructions
I was given.

The letter was posted in the post
box at the hospital Post Office in
Canning Street on the morning of
March 20, 2016. I went to my ap-
pointment on the April 5 … it
seemed that my appointment was
validated.

On April 7 a phone call came
through from the liaison officer. She
had just received my letter. All in all,
19 days to get from the hospital

gate to the liaison officer’s desk! I
wonder if we could get Cobb & Co
back?
■ SR Palmer-Gard

Kabra

Where is our
tilt train?
TWENTY years ago, once again, our
state politicians stuck out their
chests and gave themselves a great
pat on the back on giving the Cen-
tral Queensland area a great train
service to the great south east of
our state (the state pollies’ favourite
area without a doubt). This tilt train
was a great success of seven and a
half hours – this was better than
driving your car.

Then, we have a derailment north
of Bundaberg and after a long time
of very slow trips to Brisbane on

buses and diesel trains with up to
ten hours to make the trip, the
suspense of waiting for the hearing
into the derailment.

It finds there was no one at the
controls at the time of derailment.

After a long wait to see if the tilt
train was going to resume its nor-
mal timetable, I sent a letter to the
transport minister at the time about
the tilt train resuming the old timet-
able and also its speed.

The answer I received was that it
was an Australian Government
transport decision to make regard-
ing when it was okay to increase
the speed.

This decision I was told had to
come from Adelaide.

Can anyone believe this? (I think
this answer was a complete joke.)
So, with all talk on public transport
in the great south east, when can

.
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IT is quite obvious that those who
say that businesses should have a
‘fixed’ price to cover Sunday
trading have never owned a
business, nor know anything
about small business.

Firstly, why should anyone pay
extra for those who want to buy
on Sundays?

And secondly, no one will buy if
the cost is too high.

This would send small
businesses broke.

If there are penalty rates for
workers on Sundays, then there
should be ‘penalty’ rates on
purchases also. That is fair.

After all, the workers want
penalty rates because they are

deprived of spending time with
family and having the day off
work. Well, so do those who own
small business.

The public should appreciate
the sacrifice most small
businesses have to make as they
have to work so hard to make
ends meet.

For those who want to complain
how expensive things are, then I
would suggest they go and open
up a small business and see how
many hours you will have to work
for the small return you get.

The cost of setting up a
business is astronomical, beyond
anyone’s imagination.

VML, Rockhampton

VML argues establishing a small business is expensive and
penalty rates on Sunday purchases are needed by small business
to break even. PHOTO: MARK HUMPHREY

Don’t send our small
businesses broke

BEHIND negative gearing is the
idea that an investor is prepared
to bear immediate income losses
in the hope that, over time, the
value of an asset will increase,
offsetting those losses and
resulting in a profit from capital
gains.

The problem with this strategy
is that negative gearing locks an
investor into certain near term
losses, in the hope of a positive
but uncertain outcome. Over the
years we have analysed many
people’s investment properties

and achieving the capital gain
required to make a profit is by no
means certain.

People like the tax deductions
that can be claimed against the
up-front losses, but you can’t get

away from the fact that negative
gearing is a risky strategy.

While my professional view is
one thing, it obviously doesn’t
explain the ridiculous
prominence given to negative

gearing in the current election
campaign. Let’s look at a few
facts:

Firstly, Labor and some
commentators (Saul Eslake, in
particular, who should know
better) argue that it is a tool of
the rich.

The graph to the left shows
that the number of lower to
middle income earners using
negative gearing simply swamps
the number of higher income
earners (earning over $100,000
per annum, say). True, some
wealthier people use the strategy,
but they’re clearly not the main
players.

The second point is the
argument that negative gearing
is adding pressure to house
prices, making them unaffordable

The truth behind negative
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